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'If winter comes can Spring be far behind?'

In spite of the cold and wet, things are beginning to grow and action may be needed.

In Monty Don mode, 'some jobs for the weekend': Tidy path edges and check you have enough water catchment and that pruning is done. Order seeds. Garlic should be in, broad beans at the ready, and potatoes chitting. 

Dates:   Work parties - 01/03, 29/03, 29/04 10:30 – 12:30 (provisional)
              Committee meetings - 25/03, 29/04 from 19:30 @ RH Community Centre	                
	  Annual general meeting - Weds, November 4th, 2026
	
Rubbish by the container:  Please help by taking away things to the tip if you can. 

Do salvage/recycle any items of use such as Mypex, netting etc.

Plastic rubbish:  Winter tends to show what we leave behind. Clear your plot of old plastic bags etc. that degrade and go into the soil - bad for us and bad for wildlife.

Please try to leave some places for wildlife--remember that things like slow worms, toads, frogs and hedgehogs eat things we don't like - SLUGS especially!

Giving up your plot?  Please let us know and try to leave it in reasonable condition, without rubbish, too many weeds etc.

The shop will open Easter Sunday, April 5th. If you can volunteer to help on some Sundays through the season, please let a committee member know or email lrrhaasecretary@gmail.com.

Roadways will reopen when it is dry enough to do so.

Water will be switched on when it is dry enough to be necessary!

Our new cooperative status and the site lease negotiations:  Our application to become a cooperative, LRRHAA Ltd, was approved by the Financial Conduct Authority in May last year. We are working through the remaining bits of bureaucracy to finalise the process.  One pound non-transferable, non-refundable shares were issued to members as part of the rent demand in September/October 2025.    
Meanwhile, negotiations about the site lease with Oxford City Council (OCC) on our behalf by the Oxford & District Federation of Allotment Associations (ODFAA) are more or less complete. 
At a recent ODFAA meeting, member associations agreed to accept three document templates as the basis for individual site negotiations with OCC in the coming months. The committee  thinks that LRRHAA Ltd will request few changes to the template Site Lease and Rules documents.  However, we are unhappy with the third template, which is a sort of sublease OCC wants each member of the association to sign. This document is very difficult to understand for anyone not trained in the law. We have yet to see how this pans out.
We would like to thank the ODFAA officers for their time and effort on these long drawn-out negotiations.

Note on Terry K:  Amongst members who left this year, Terry Kirkby deserves special mention and thanks as a long-serving committee member. Together with Terry’s father, the family have been community stalwarts for 50 years. Terry wrote of his regret “that the friends formed through the allotments will no longer advise me on the best way to prepare, sow, reap and keep dandelions, nettles and willy woodbine etc!!” 
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