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Lenthall Road

Allotments     www.lrrhaa.org
Frequently asked Questions
Q. How much is the rent for a plot?
Rents are due on September 1st  each year.  Annual rents are agreed at the AGM and implemented the following September. The 2020-21 rent is £30 for a full plot £15 for a half plot, and £7.50 for a quarter plot.
The deposit for a site padlock key is £25.00.
Q. What are my responsibilities?
You have to keep your plot tidy and cultivated (or covered in weed-suppressing material) and the adjacent grass paths  trimmed.
Q. Rules
Copies of the Rules and Constitution are kept in the Shop and the Container and are on the website. (www.lrrhaa.org).  Please obey them. If you require your own copy and do not have access to the internet, you can ask the Secretary for a copy.  
Q. Is there a lavatory?
Yes. Please help to keep it clean!
Q. What about tools?
You will need to have your own fork and spade and grass-cutting shears, as a minimum. Paint your name on them – it makes them less desirable to steal.
Q. What about strimmers & mowers?
Communal grass is cut by the Association. Your paths and the surroundings of your plot are your responsibility. The Association has strimmers and a mower which you may borrow, although you will be expected to give a donation to cover the fuel. Operating instructions are available in the container and must be read before the equipment is borrowed. See the Calendar for Container opening hours.
Q. Health and Safety
Risk assessments are kept in the container and should be read. You should ensure that you are fully conversant with correct use of all tools and power tools. Any accident, no matter how minor, should be reported to the Secretary - lrrhaasecretary@gmail.com - or to another Committee member.
Q. Is water available?
There is metered mains water on site and currently the cost of water is included in the rent. There are stand pipes and barrels around the site. No hose pipes are allowed. Taps must be turned off when not in use. Water with care as the price is going up and up. Do not water in the heat of the day (11:00 – 15:00).

All sheds must be fitted with water catchment facilities. See guidance on watering.
Q. Is there car parking on the site?
Yes. There is limited parking by the container and in a few specified places around the site. Do not park on the roadways unless loading or unloading stuff on your plot. Do not drive on the roadways when it is wet.  Please do not park in Lenthall Road.
Q. Can I trim or cut down trees near my plot?
Bushes close to your plot may be trimmed, but not removed. Trees should not be pruned without permission from the  Committee.
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Q. Can I grow trees?
Yes, but only fruit trees are permitted. They must be on dwarfing root stock and are limited to four

trees per full plot and two per half plot. Always advise the committee before planting trees and ensure that they are planted and pruned so that they do not shade a neighbour's plot or encroach upon the pathways. 
Q. Can I have a bonfire?
Bonfires are normally permitted on Mondays, Wednesday and Saturdays, excepting Public and Bank Holidays. You will be advised of any temporary bans on fires. Be sensible and do not let smoke blow over neighbouring houses, people or plots. Do not have bonfires on very windy days or when it is very dry. Always have a can of water to hand. Never leave the site when you have a bonfire burning. Only organic material may be burnt.  Oxford City Council guidance is included in this pack.
Q. What do I do about weeds etc.?
Either compost or them on your plot or burn them. 
Q. What about seeds, fertilizers etc.?
You can buy from the shop in the shed which is open on Sunday mornings from 10:30 – 12:00 with very competitive prices and an extensive stock.
Q. Can I put up a shed?
Yes. Check with a Committee member about where it can go. The maximum size  is 8 feet by 6 feet or

2.44 metres by 1.83 metres. All sheds must have guttering and a water butt to collect rainwater. 
Q. Guests, dogs and children
Guests and family members are very welcome but their behaviour and safety on site remains your responsibility. Dogs should be kept under control.
Q. Who runs the allotment site?
You do! You are now a member of an association and although there is a Committee, we expect everyone to take responsibility for keeping the site rubbish-free and tidy and for turning off the taps etc., as well as looking after their own plot and the paths on either side of it. We have working parties to do specific jobs, like hedge planting or trimming etc. You will be expected to join in.
Q. How can I have my say?
The Committee meets every seven weeks or so and the dates of the meetings are displayed on the notice board. Allottees are very welcome, indeed encouraged, to attend any of the meetings and contribute to the discussion, although they will not be allowed to vote. An Annual General Meeting (AGM), also open to all, is held each Oct/Nov to cover the election of Officers and Committee Members, approve the accounts, propose changes to the rent structure and any other strategic issues which affect the conduct of the Allotment Association. All members and registered associates have a vote at the AGM.
Q. Where can I get advice?
Ask existing plot holders who have a vast fund of knowledge.
     Watch Gardeners' World on TV.  Visit www.gardening.co.uk, www.gardenorganic.org.uk,
and www.rhs.org.uk. We have a small stock of reference books in the shop shed which may be consulted – but not taken away!
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