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YOUR ALLOTMENT NEWSLETTER  
 
Dear Friends, 
 
This is the first newsletter of 2015 and the Committee have decided that it should 
be hand delivered to ensure that all members receive it.  There are several 
important topics to cover.  I’m sorry about the amount of paper but the EGM 
requires it.    
 
The Extraordinary General Meeting will take place at 7.30pm on Monday 16th 
February in the Rose Hill Community Centre.  As you know this has come about 
because of the resolution passed at the AGM last November which acknowledged 
that the election process was unconstitutional and ruled that there should be an 
EGM in February where the re-drafted Rules and Constitution could be adopted 
and elections take place.  Your Committee have been operating in an acting 
capacity since the AGM pending the elections at the EGM. 
 
In looking at the Rules and Constitution in depth, we found that over the years 
each had been amended in isolation and the result was that there were 
contradictions and duplication between them.  After a meeting on 12 January at 
which proposed amendments to the Rules and Constitution raised by members of 
the committee and some association members were discussed, Bill Whaley collated 
the various points raised and incorporated them into the draft attached which were 
approved in committee on 22 January.  We now have a set of Rules and a 
Constitution which should serve the Association for many years to come without 
too much amendment and I hope you will agree them at the EGM.  This has taken 
a huge amount of time-consuming effort and I would like to take the opportunity 
on your behalf to publicly thank Bill for his hard work.  The final drafts are 
attached for you to look at.    A sheet giving a précis of the changes is included.  
 
There will be an opportunity at the EGM to raise any comments about the drafts, 
but I would ask that if there is an amendment which you would like to propose that 
you put it in writing and ensure that Bill Whaley as the Acting Secretary 
(seclrrhaa@outlook.com) has it by 9 February.  Any amendments received after this 
date will not be taken as there will be no time for the Committee to consider them 
nor for them to be incorporated into a further draft in time for the meeting. 
 
The Committee consists of three Trustees, four Officers (Chair, Secretary, Treasurer 
and Lettings Secretary) and five members. A list of vacant Committee positions will 
be posted on the allotment notice board prior to the cut off date for nominations. 
 
Corinne Grimley-Evans has decided not to stand for re-election.  Corinne has given 
many years to the management of the Association and the Committee is very 
grateful to her for her contribution to the running of the Allotment.  
 
All the Committee and Officer places are up for election at the EGM and there 
is a nomination form with these papers so that you may put yourself forward 
for election if you so wish.   The Association cannot run without a strong 
Committee composed of good cross section of the members – so please send 
in your nomination paper.  On the back of the Agenda there is a timetable 
detailing the deadline for nominations and other key dates. 
 



 
 
 
And now a word about insurance.  Until now Association members working on the 
allotment for the Association ie on organised working parties were deemed to be 
insured under an Employers Liability Insurance administered by the Oxford 
Allotment Federation (ODFAA).  Unfortunately the rules have now changed in that 
voluntary organisations are no longer covered as they do not have an Employment 
Registration Number (ERN).  The current Public Liability Insurance will be 
maintained by the ODFAA but this only covers the Trustees and Committee 
members should association members decide to take action against them.  Thus 
allotment members acting for the Association i.e. on working mornings etc. are no 
longer covered unless their mishap can be attributed to a Committee member.  
 
The New Lock.   The lock will be changed on Tuesday 17 February.  Members may 
collect key(s) from the shop on Sundays 1030 to 1200 or exchange them at the 
EGM on a one for one basis (maximum of 2 per plot).  Full details are in the shop.   
We have had an offer for the old lock from another allotment, so I would be grateful 
if you could drop your keys to the old lock into the box by the shop after 17 
February. 
 
The Website.  We still haven’t got a website and we need one.  I am sure that there 
are some members who are proficient enough to design and maintain the very basic 
website we require.   A website will allow key information to be publically available 
and make communication with most members much easier (always remembering 
that around 25% of the membership is not on the web...), save us money in 
stationary and time and effort in printing papers and delivering envelopes.  Please 
send me an e-mail - Colin12_@hotmail.com - if you feel you could take on this task. 
 
Dates for 2015 
 
Committee Meetings – all at 7.30pm in the Rose Hill Community Centre 
9 Feb, 23 Mar, 11 May, 15 Jun, 27 July, 14 Sep, 26 Oct, 7 Dec. 
 
EGM: – 16 Feb 
 
AGM: 2 Nov 
 

Working Days: Sat 28 Mar, Sun 26 Apr, Sat 16 May, Sun 20 Sep &18 Oct &15 Nov 

I’m sorry if this all seems a bit indigestible, but it is important that we get the 
Constitution and Rules right so that we can continue from the EGM with a properly 
elected Committee to run the Association. 

Please try to attend the EGM – it is important! 

Happy New Year! 

  

Colin Sharp, Acting Chairman 
      

    



 

 


